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NOTES
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Homer, Virgil, and Shakespeare :  the greatest poets of ancient Greece

and Rome and of England.                                                           <

King Arthur :  the ancient British king, much celebrated in English

poetry, notably by Tennyson and Swinburne.
Henry II (1154-89) >' whose court spoke French.    Not until Langland

and Chaucer, two centuries later, do we have English poetry.

The language itself was not ready.
Parthenon : the Greek temple on the Acropolis, the hill above Athens.

One of the famous buildings of the ancient European world.   The

mediaeval cathedrals were the great monuments of the Christian

church.
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Stoics : an early school of Greek philosophers.
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Ancient ferocity : a reference to European wars and dictatorships.

Socrates: the ancient Greek philosopher, teacher of Plato : the
Gospels were written four centuries later, at the beginning of the
Christian era ; there are four of them, and they record the life
story and the teachings of Jesus.
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Lenin : who founded the Communist state in Russia.
Rockefeller : an American multi-millionaire.
Lavoisier (1743-94) : a famous French chemist.
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Xerxes or Casar: rulers in ancient Persia and Rome. Caesar was the
title of the Roman emperor.

PAGE 26

Robespierre : leader in French Revolution.

Captain Kidd : an English pirate of the eighteenth century.
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Alexander the Great:   the Greek king and imperialist, who marched

and conquered from Greece to India.

Benvenuto Cellini : Italian goldsmith ; wrote a famous autobiography.
Pierpont Morgan : another American capitalist.
Spinoza (1632-77) : Jewish philosopher.
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J* S. Bach (1685-7750) ,*   German composer; as some think, the

greatest European composer.
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shield of Achilles : Achilles was one of the Greek heroes in the Trojan

War described in Homer's poem,  the Iliad*   His shield was

splendidly described.